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ABSTRACT

The study aims to clarify the nature of Saudi-lIranian relations throughout history,
as this relationship is characterized by a kind of tension and laxity; therefore, the
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importance of this study lies in identifying the real reasons behind the state of
disharmony between the two countries despite the similarity in many political
determinants, which is closer than a state of harmony to a state of discord, which
sometimes took confrontation and escalation, and the state of historical harmony is
evident in the two countries’ resistance and cooperation to confront the communist
tide in the region, and it succeeded in that, and therefore this study will adopt the
descriptive analytical approach and the comparative approach; with the aim of
shedding light on the real, undeclared reasons that led to the escalation of relations
and the use of ideology by the two countries in an attempt by each of them to build
alliances to confront the other. This study reached the conclusion that Iran has a
desire to expand and extend its influence in the region, by exporting the Islamic
revolution, and in return, Saudi Arabia is trying to stop this expansion, which made
them use the religious cover to mobilize and gain more legitimacy, obtain local and
regional support, and build alliances at the state and group levels, which caused
tension and instability in the region.
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